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Today's  report  from  Washington  is  a  report  of  a  report  —  by  our 
Washington  reporter.     (Looks  as  if  I'd  "better  consult  a  hook  of  synonyms. 
Does  anybody  know  a  synonym  for  "report"?) 

Well,  anyway,  most  outstanding,  in  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration's 
report  for  December,  are  seizures  of  poisonous  food  flavor  solvents  and 
flavoring  extract g  containing  these  solvents.      More  than  1200  gallons  of 
poisonous  solvents,  and  more  than  2,000  "bottles  of  flavors  made  up  with 
suck  solvents,  were  taken  off  the  market. 

Other  foods  that  violated  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  because  they  con- 
tained poisonous  impurities  included  more  than  2,000  bushels  of  apples, 
200  bushels  of  crab  apples,  around  200  crates  of  cauliflower.    The  apples, 
crab  apples,  and  cauliflower  had  too  much  lead  and  arsenic  spray  residue 
to  be  safe.    Also  confiscated  were  l6U  pounds  of  candy,  contaminated  with 
lead  from  an  unknown  source. 

As  you'd  expect  during  December,  holiday  nuts  and  dried  fruits  got 
careful  attention.     Officials  had  to  remove,  from  the  channels  of  commerce, 
more  than  2^,000  pounds  of  Brazil  nuts,  more  than  15,000  pounds  of  black 
walnuts,  several  hundred  pounds  of  mixed  nuts  and  walnut  meats.    Also  - — 
dried  apricots,  Greek  currants,  and  dried  prunes.    And  also,  white  flour; 
nearly  1^3 > 000  pounds  of  white  flour,  and  more  than  63 ,000  pounds  of 
sausage  ceral  and  soy  flour.      The  flour  was  taken  off  the  market  because  it 
was  —  weevily,     (Is  there  such  a  word  as  "weevily"?    Anyway  —  you  know 
what  I  mean.) 

Other  seizures  were  based  on  economic  cheats.     Canned  cherries,  canned 
tomatoes,  canned  peas  —  substandard,  but  not  so  labeled.    As  you  know, 
substandard  product s  are  wholesome,  or  they  couldn't  be  legally  offered 
for  sale.    But  they  must  be  labeled  "substandard." 
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Other  economic  cheats  confiscated  during  December  included  between 
eleven  and  twelve  thousand  pounds  of  "butter,  "below  the  legal  minimum  Toutter- 
fat  content  of  SO  percent;  nearly  3,000  pints  of  oysters,  in  pint  cans, 
containing  too  much  water  and  not  enough  oysters;  253  quarts  of  a  vanilla 
extract  low  in  vanilla  content;  13^  "bottles  of  vanilla  flavor ,  found  to  be 
an  imitation  artificially  colored  and  flavored;  65  shipping  cases  of  macaroni 
products,  some  artificially  colored,  some  labeled  "100$  semolina"  but  in  fact 
containing  no  semolina,  and  --  here's  a  new  economic  fraud  I've  heard  of 
before  —  .spaghetti  curled  up  to  look  like  noodles,  and  labeled  "fresh  egg 
noodles . " 

Pity  the  poor  unwary  consumer!     Somebody's  always  out  to  fool  him  -- 
if  it's  only  to  make  him  think  that  spaghetti  is  "fresh  egg  noodles." 

Well,  the  economic  frauds  march  on  —  (and  off  the  market,  too,  as 
soon  as  Food  and  Drug  officials  find  their  whereabouts)  —  2o  gallon  cans 
of  olive  oil  short  in  volume;  around  25OO  cans  of  short  weight  honey;  U3I 
packages  of  short  weight  peanut  brittle;  Uo  boxes  of  candy  found  short  in 
weight  and  containing  artificial  color  and  sulfur  dioxide. 

Now  we  come  to  a  more  serious  side  of  this  report  of  seizures.  These 
economic  frauds  we've  been  talking  about  —  spaghetti  labeled  as  "fresh  egg 
noodles"  —  hurt  only  your  pocketbook,  and  your  pride;  but  such  articles  as 
anesthetic  ether,  containing  impurities,  touch  your  health  --  if  they're 
used  in  a  hospital  operating  room.     In  December,  30  cans  of  anesthetic  ether 
were  seized  because  of  impurities,  as  also  were         packages  of  absorbent 
cotton,  contaminated  with  bacteria,. 

Three  criminal  prosecutions  against  adulterators  of  salad  oil  were 
terminated  during  December.    A  New  York  City  manufacturer,  whose  partner 
in  the  business  could  not  be  located,  was  fined  $1200  and  given  30  days  in 
jail.    He  had  shipped  a  product  labeled  "pure  olive  oil"  but  consisting 
predominantly  of  cottonseed  oil. 

Other  oils  which  got  their  manufacturers  into  trouble  with  the  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  were  sunflower  seed  oil  labeled  as  pure  olive  oil, 
and  tea  seed  oil,  also  labeled  as  pure  olive  oil.     There  was  even  some 
genuine  olive  oil  which  brought  its  packer  a  fine  of  £52,  because  he  had 
cheated  on  the  volume,  in  a  half  dozen  shipments. 

And  so  ends  our  Monday  report  from  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration, 
Washington,  D.  C.    We'll  have  another  report  next  Monday. 


